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Who’s Feeding Fido?  

PROTECTING YOUR PETS IF YOU PASS 
“Planning for your pet can give you peace of mind that 

your companion animal is being properly 
cared for in your absence.” 

   --Esther Cardenas, Founder LOLA 
 

May is National Pet Month, and what better way to show your four-footed friends how much you 
care than by making sure they are taken care of in the event that you are no longer able to care 
for them yourself? Esther Cardenas, founder of Loss of Life Advocates (LOLA) aims to raise 
awareness of this often over looked responsibility of pet ownership. 
 
“Pets are one of the first immediate needs when someone gets sick or hurt,” says Cardenas. “If 
you don’t come home, does someone know to let your animals out or feed them?” 
 
According to the National Cremation website, between five 
and seven million companion animals are placed in shelters 
every year due to the death of their owners. Approximately 
three to four million of those are euthanized.  How can you 
prevent this from happening to your beloved pet? By taking 
the time to prepare and plan ahead.  
 
“I think a lot of people just assume that a friend or relative 
will simply step up and take the pet,” says Cardenas. 
“Unfortunately, that is not always the case.”  
 
Making provisions for your pet in your will is a great place to start, but it doesn’t cover what will 
happen if you are incapacitated, hospitalized for an extended period, or moved to an assisted 
living or rehabilitation facility.  That requires “Pet Estate Planning,” and it includes steps such as 
formally naming a Pet Trust Trustee and setting aside funds to cover your pet’s expenses while 
they are in someone else’s care. This is where LOLA can help. Recently launched to serve as a 
type of concierge service for those preparing for or dealing with death, LOLA provides a wide 
variety of guidance options, services, and referrals for individuals and corporations. With an 
extensive foster community, LOLA can guide you and help you prepare for the expected and assist 
you and your family members with the unexpected. 
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“When a family member goes into the hospital, we 
can contact someone from our foster community and 
place the pet with the appropriate family until the 
situation can be assessed,” explains Cardenas, herself 
an avid pet lover.  
 
If the family member requires long-term care or 
passes away, LOLA can help the family determine 
whether to keep the animals or relinquish ownership 
and adopt the pets out if there is no formal plan in 
place.  
 
“We can work with the family to find a permanent 
home for the pets,” assures Cardenas. “The pet has 
already been through enough with the loss of an 
owner and being placed in unfamiliar surroundings. 
Our goal is to avoid putting them in a shelter or other 
facility and placing them in a loving home.” 
 
 

About Loss of Life Advocates 

LOLA offers both individual and corporate packages for helping people deal with or prepare for loss. A LOLA Advocate 

can provide you with guidance and direction, allowing you to find peace and let the healing begin. For more 

information or a complimentary consultation, visit lossoflifeadvocates.com or call 888-488-LOLA (5652). 

CONTACT: 
 
Esther Pipoly 
Owner 
888-488-LOLA (5652) 
info@lossoflifeadvocates.com  
 

Tips for Pet Estate Planning 
 

 Determine who will care for your 
pet upon death or incapacity and 
at least one backup.  
 

 Provide caretaker with relevant 
information including medical 
records. 
 
 

 Formalize your plans for a pet 
trust in a legally binding pet 
protection agreement. 
 

 Create a trust fund and name a 
trustee to distribute funds and 
check on the pet’s care.  

For a complete list of services offered, visit 
lossoflifeadvocates.com. 
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